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This schematic illustrates just one of the dozens of positive climate 
feedbacks. The warming created by greenhouse gases leads to additional 
evaporation of water from the oceans into the atmosphere. But, water vapor 
itself is a greenhouse gas and can cause even more warming.
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NEGATIVE FEEDBACK
CYCLE

This schematic illustrates a negative feedback 
cycle. If evaporation from the oceans causes  
more low-level clouds to form, they will reflect 
more sunlight back into space, causing a slight 
decrease in surface temperatures. Images  
courtesy of the National Academy of Sciences 
report “Understanding and Responding to Climate 
Change: Highlights of National Academies  
Reports, 2008 edition.”




