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a heritage worth understanding
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We often think of forests as stable, mature com-
munities of very large, old trees, rich with life. We
may think of other natural communities which lack
the towering trees and thick green mantle of the ma-
ture forest as less rich or less productive. But this is
not the case.

In both the northern Lower and Upper peninsulas
of Michigan, you can find a forest ecosystem which
has always contained few large trees and little or no
old growth. A forest where soils are dry and the veg-
etation sparse, it is called a barrens. A forest periodi-
cally swept by raging fires, only to spring back, fresh
and revitalized. A forest which is amazingly produc-
tive and biologically diverse, providing homes for nu-
merous plants and animals, many of them nowhere
else on Earth. That is the jack pine ecosystem.

Today, more than ever, we are part of the jack pine
ecosystem, seeking to extract its resources, enjoy its
beauty, explore its secrets, and preserve its life. The
jack pine forests can exist, only if we care. This post-
er has been produced toward achieving that goal.

Animals and Plants in a Jack Pine Ecosystem
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Michigan’s wildlife needs your help

Your contributions to the
Nongame Wildlife Fund on
the Michigan income tax form
support important work on
Michigan's endangered animals
and plants and nongame wildlife,
including jack pine forest species
such as the endangered Kirtland’s
warbler, bluebird, Alleghany plum,
black-backed woodpecker, and
prairie, or pale, agoseris.

The Nongame Wildlife Fund
also  produces educational
materials, such as this poster,
to promote understanding,
enjoyment, and stewardship of
our rich natural heritage.
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